Donate
Wisely

How much would you like to give?

Just my time

How much?

$100K

Philanthropic advisers,
nonprofits, and volunteer
experts help narrow
down the best method
of giving for you.

Set a schedule,
weekly or monthly

$1K

$10K

A few hours here
and there

How often can
you give this
amount?

Do you feel
passionately
about a
cause?

Annually

Have any
skills?

Know the field
where you’d like
to lend a hand?

Accounting,
cooking,
marketing or
graphic design

Once

Do you care about
recognition and getting
personally involved?

No, I want to be
anonymous

Find a guide
and go
A philanthropic adviser
can help you make the
biggest difference for
your dollars.

Yes

Read The Impact,
which was inspired by
the Gates Biggest
Giving Pledge. The
site was set up to help
wealthy families make
more of their
philanthropy.
theimpact.org

No

Will you give
cash or other
assets?

Cash

I’d Like that

Will you give
cash or other
assets

Setup a trust
A charitable lead trust
with a firm such as Merrill
Lynch will allow you to
reduce the tax burden on
your heirs. With it, you
can first donate a portion
of the trust’s income to
nonprofits you’d like to
support while you’re still
alive. merrilledge.com

Want to
work
directly
with
people?

How important
are tax
deductions?

Not very

Check out
resource
generation

Join a nonprofit
board
Charities large and small have
boards, whose members steer
strategy, approve budgets,
and raise funds. It’s a great
way to hone leadership skills
and make connections. You’ll
agree to commit a set amount
of your time and to a “give-get
,” or a fixed figure you’ll have
to donate or raise each year.
Depending on the size of the
organization, this can be in
the thousands or tens of
thousands of dollars.

TIP: TRY MOTIVATIONAL CARDS
Not sure what’s most important to
you when it comes to doing good?
These cards will help you focus
and strategize. TKTK

No

Find a comfort
zone

Don’t forget
to check if your company
will match your gift!

Use a donor
advised fund
Many Wealth Management
firms have charitable funds
that allow you to grow your
money, donate at your
own pace, and enjoy tax
benefits. Community funds
often host DAFs, too, that
emphasize local
philanthropy.

GiveGab or Volunteer
Match will contact you to
hordes of local groups.
givegab.com
volunteermatch.org

75 percent of
people at this
level find
ways to give
on Facebook.
Ask your
friends!

Help the elderly
or mentally ill
These are two areas that
always need hands.
mealsonwheelsamerica.org,
mentalhealthamerica.net,
nami.org

Think local
Why not form a giving
circle and involve
people to increase the
size of your gift?
givingcirclesfund.org

Make a one-time
capital outlay

Invest in a B Corp
Ethical, fair trade-certified B Corp startups,
which apply nonprofit sensibilities to the
for-profit sector, can be great investment
opportunities.
Look for information and inspiration
at the Community of Certified
B Corporations. bcorporation.net

No

More charities
need help in
spring and
summer.
.

Yes

Work with a local charity
to award $2,000 annually
for the next five years.

This well-informed donor
network is expressly
aimed at younger
would-be do-gooders.
resourcegeneration.org

Did you know Mark and
Priscilla Zuckerberg like
to invest in
world-changing
ventures, whether or not
they’re nonprofits?
chanzuckerberg.com

Foundation Source will give
you a comprehensive guide to
how these organizations work,
and your philanthropic advisers
will guide you through the
process. foundationsource.com

Not a
priority

Yes

Important

Create a foundation

Yes,
please

Setup a
scholarship
Do you have
more than $10k
to give?

That’s an
“in-kind”
donation.
Charities can
use these
talents

Many companies
offer company-lead
volunteer
programs.

No worries, do
you plan to write
off your gift?

An
organization

Older
Younger

More
than
$20M

These groups collect
gifts (big and small) to
invest in local nonprofits.
cof.org

Who do you
want to help?

How old are
you?

No

Less
than
$20M

Ask your
company

A person
Yes

How
much?

Yes

Support a
community
foundation

Consider:
stocks or art
that may have
tax advantages

Either way, consider
making a challenge
grant, where a
charity leverages
your lump sum,
encouraging other
donors to match it.

Do you Have a
whole lot more
than $100k to
give?

Ummm...

Only my
ability to
hustle

Call up a charity you like and
see what they can do with a
lump sum gift—say, buy a
vehicle. Use Guidestar to
check the bona fides of any
charity before supporting it.
guidestar.org

Give to Kiva or
Heifer
International
These charities offer small,
specific, and significant
ways to fight hunger and
poverty. kiva.org,
heifer.org

Look into
crowdfunding
Platforms such as
GoFundMe and
GiveForward provide direct
chances to help others.
gofundme.com,
giveforward.com

Search for a charity
nearby that shares your
interest on Idealist.
Proximity will make it
easier to commit in the
long run. Then call up the
volunteer coordinators!
idealist.org

Or become an
advocate
Charities often need
people to call elected
officials on their behalf or
seek out donations from
local businesses.

Source: Bloomberg Pursuits. Wrtten by Mark Ellwood, December 2017.

San Francisco 415.986.1110 | New York 212.202.31880 | Dallas 214.306.98400 | Seattle 206.788.8686 | info@bakerave.com | bakerave.com

